Altrusans are making a difference
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In Delta, members of Altrusa International joined forces with students from the Delta Opportunity School Saturday, Oct. 27, to transform a dirt lot outside the school into an attractively landscaped area. Through a service learning program at the school, the high schoolers can earn credit for being active in the community. Boredom can be a problem for these teens; by working alongside the Altrusans, visiting nursing homes and handing out candy on Halloween, they have an opportunity to be involved in the community in a positive way.
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About 29 Altrusans and their spouses worked alongside ASTRA members, DOS students and staff to complete a landscaping project at Delta Opportunity School Saturday, Oct. 27. The alternative high school is housed in the old shop at the former Delta Middle/High School. The school serves at-risk students in grades 8-12.
“Teens complain there’s nothing to do in this town,” said DOS teacher Willyn Webb. “Well, there are things to do here, and we want to be involved in those things in a service-minded way.”

Busy Altrusans never complain about being bored; in their hearts lies a deep commitment to mankind and to community service. So with rakes and shovels in hand, they worked with the Delta Opportunity students to add “curb appeal” to their school. Weeds were sprayed beforehand so when volunteers arrived Saturday morning they could spend their time putting it all in place. The young male students distributed loads of gravel across the lot, and the Altrusans got to work spreading it evenly across the ground. Since last spring, Altrusans have developed a special relationship with the students at Delta Opportunity School.
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Holly Burton, Bob Brown and Jeanie Brown place pavers in the newly graveled area. John York and the Browns spent many hours spraying weeds and preparing the site prior to Make A Difference Day.
The partnership began when Altrusan Jeanie Brown called to volunteer at what she believed to be a preschool. As the conversation unfolded and she learned more about Delta Opportunity School, she decided she could make a difference at the school. She soon brought in the “troops” of Altrusa. Altrusa has donated books, helped spruce up the classrooms, and provided $150 for additional writing materials and DOS’ first graduation ceremony and reception. In celebration of World Literacy Day, designed by the United Nations, Altrusa presented a $500 check to Delta Opportunity School.

This fall, enrollment at Delta Opportunity School has more than doubled. The school’s 52 students are described as “great kids with challenging circumstances.”

“Many of these students are self-supporting or have life circumstances that require flexibility, so the school uses alternative strategies to help each student balance the demands of work, family and school life,” explained Willyn Webb, a counselor/teacher at the school. “Not everyone fits the traditional mold, and life does not always support the norm,” said principal Hank McCallum.
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Dylan Tucker finds the determination to excel in life at Delta Opportunity School.
“Delta Opportunity School acknowledges this with one-on-one, small group and various modes of learning instruction in conjunction with work study and service learning opportunities,” Webb added. “Making good choices, taking responsibility, and staying focused on growth and improvement within a structure that requires commitment and achievement is the DOS formula for students with positive futures. Each and every DOS student can be proud that they are making the choice to continue working on their education and bettering themselves each day.”
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Willing workers level gravel outside Delta Opportunity School. “This school gives every kid a fair chance,” said one student. “But the most important thing is this school teaches you responsibility.” Students had an opportunity to demonstrate that sense of responsibility while working on a community service project with the Altrusans, their spouses and members of ASTRA.
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Vicki Ripp and Linda Phillips position a bench made of aspen donated by Linda and Eric Sorenson of Delta Timber. Several pots like the one to the left of the bench were donated by ASTRA and the Dolphin House. The Twamleys provided fall flowers to fill the pots.

 Altrusans are committed to making a difference in their community. The service organization is made up of business people who wish to make a difference through patriotism, efficiency and service. For more information about Altrusa, check out their website, altrusainternationalofdelta.com.

