
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Dear Fellow Altrusans~                                  

Relatively speaking, December was a very quiet month for our Altrusa club.  Our club Christmas party on December 10th, headed by 

Nancy Stevens and her task force was tons of fun, to say the least!  The location was wonderful with easy access, and an excellent 

sense of privacy for us.  The food was again outstanding (Has Juan ever served anything but..??)  And the fun and laughs that were 

shared while ñfightingò for ornaments was a real hoot for everyone.  Once again, our Membership Committee did a great job of taking 

care of our general membership and provided a great event for camaraderie to grow.   

The Finance Committee had members selling Christmas trees at Delta Hardware on December 17th and I know that at least 4 trees 

were sold that day which helped us raise some funds for the club.  The Communications Committee has done yet another wonderful 

newsletter here to help keep us all informed of the clubôs events.  Read on to learn all that weôve been doing.  

One of the clubôs primary service projects, ASTRA, provided a service for the community by assisting Mesa View Mortuary light over 

500 luminaries for their Memorial Service on December 18th.  ASTRA will be meeting on January 31st for their club party, and to put 

together some Curtisôs Cases to be taken to Social Services.  Anyone who has any new or gently used suitcases, towels, blankets, 

hygiene items, childrenôs books, or stuffed animals please contact Amanda or Jessica who will arrange pick up of the items.   As 

always, the Service Committee is busy.   

For the month of January none of our meetings will be ñnormalò in that our Business Meeting will be a morning meeting to be held at 

7:00 AM at Millerôs Deitch Haus on January 14th. And then our Program Meeting will be held on Wednesday, January 28th in the 

evening at 5:30 PM.   

Since our Program Meeting this month will be our Annual Add-An-Altrusan Program, the primary focus of which is to introduce potential 

members to Altrusa, I thought Iôd focus a little here on recruiting new members.  Also, in this issue is the clubôs Shepherding Plan as 

well as the Pathway to Altrusa Membership.  Both of these are documents which the Membership Committee incorporated into its 

policies a couple of years ago.  They are good guidelines to keep in mind when thinking about inviting a business professional/friend to 

Altrusa.  I ask that you read through this information to be familiar with it when you contemplate a new member for Altrusa.   

The mission statement of this yearôs Membership Committee has as its focal point membership retention by encouraging a strong 

partnership between new members and their sponsors.  The two plans highlighted in this newsletter are to be tools to help us all do 

that. Itôs really important that as we look at potential Altrusans we consider our own commitment to them in this club.    

Another thing to consider this month is being a part of this awesome organization of which we are all members.  Being an Altrusan 

means so much more than ñjustò being a volunteer.  Altrusa is a group of volunteers doing community service projects together as a 

club organization.  And like any organization it needs people to keep it in order.  If Altrusans cared only about volunteering then each of 

us would be signed up at a place in our community such as the museum, one of the schools, or some other place where we just give 

our time to help out.  However, as an Altusan we do so much more than that, and we all need to do our part to contribute to the 
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organization of this great club.  Please keep that in mind if and when the nominating committee, Doreen, David, and Jessica, call and 

ask you to take a leadership position in Altrusa. We are all business professionals, so itôs no excuse to say we donôt have experience. 

The last thing that I have to mention here is about email etiquette.  It has been the subject of an accent, as well as other reports within 

the newsletter about using Bcc when emailing to a LIST of people. (Email the item to yourself, and then Bcc to everyone else.) An 

important reason to do this is to protect the privacy of everyone on the list.  However, thereôs more to it than just privacy.  The 

Communications Committee will explain these reasons.  For people who are included in these listings and donôt want to be, the 

committee will explain how to block a specific email address so that you do not receive emails from someone who is misusing your 

email address.        See you on the 14th at 7 AM.         

  ~ In Altrusa Service,     Amanda ~                                            

 
 
 
 

Altrusa International of Delta 
Business Meeting 

December 10, 2008 
 
Location:  Elks Lodge  
Call to Order:  12:03 by President Amanda Twamley 
Collect & Pledge of Allegiance  
 
Members:  39                 Guests:  3 Chris Miller (initiation today) 
   TJ Davis, guest of Kim Guthrie-Burch 
 Elaine Martinez, guest of Kim Guthrie-Burch 
 
Minutes:   November 12 minutes were approved.  
 
Correspondence:     Thank you notes:     Jackie Schoonover (flowers, cards, etc.), 
     Greta Hemstrom  ($50.00 gift certificate from SPF) 
     Delta Food Pantry 
 
Accent:   !ƭƻǿŜǘǘŀ ƎŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ !ŎŎŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŜȄŎŜǊǇǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ !ƴƛǘŀ wŜƴŦǊƻŜΩǎ  What A Wonderful Life.   
 
¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ:  Cindy Lonis  $  3,667.16 Operating Account 
     $12,653.91 Foundation Account 
     $  5,224.34 CD 
                                         Turn in any remaining SPF bills to Dorothy. 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
Communications:   When you have items for the calling tree or an e-mail blast, please contact Alowetta. 
 
Finance:   Dorothy reported final details from the Sugar Plum Festival, and the committee has reviewed results, 
successes, and suggestions for next year.  18 vendors and 7 authors participated, and over 420 plates were served.  
Contact Dorothy if you would like a copy of the detailed food and expense list.  Critique sheets were handed out and will 
ōŜ ŎƻƳǇƛƭŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƴŜȄǘ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎΦ   
 
Membership:   Chris Miller, sponsored by Vivian Gibson and Liz Quintana, were initiated.   Reminder was given of the 
Christmas Party tonight, Dec. 10, 5:30.  Add-An-Altrusan Event will be held January 28, 2009, 5:30, at the Elks Bldg.  Kacy 
Stillings circulated a sign up sheet and said donations are still needed for the door prizes. 
  



Service:   Vicki reported that the SPF Book Fair profits equaled the amount used to purchase books.  Leftover books will 
be distributed to various groups.  DOS ς A graduation will be held Dec. 17, 7:00 p.m., followed by a reception.  Altrusa 
will provide cake, punch, and graduate photos.   ASTRA ς Jessica reported on the SPF help with coffee, coat check, and 
serving.  The joint Delta/Cedaredge ASTRA bake sale was a huge success.  Upcoming activities include helping with Mesa 
View Luminaries, the Angel Tree project, and selling Christmas trees at Ace Hardware on Dec. 15 from 4:00-6:00.  
Amanda reported on the DOS ASTRA events:  Thanksgiving activities and crafts with Bella Preschool.  OTHER BUSINESS --  
Budgeted monies for Hospice, Delta and Cedaredge Food Pantries, and TCRC will be given out in Feb./March.  A motion 
was presented from the Service Committee as follows:  A $300 donation for Christmas gifts for clients of the 
Empowerment Group, a division of the Mental Health Dept, will be given out of Projects Presented.  Thelma Starner 
seconded and the motion passed.  Service Committee discussed ways to raise awareness to community groups of the 
services Altrusa has to offer.    
 
Other Business: A motion from the Board was presented to utilize 5% of the SPF net profit for capital expenditures (such 
as decorations, supplies, etc. for future events). The motion was seconded by David Mangum.  Discussion was held on 
the possibilities of utilizing internal fund-raisers and perhaps seeking corporate sponsors to help with these expenses.  
The vote was called, and the motion passed.   A check in the amount of $1,000 was presented to Altrusa from Walmart. 
Vicki Ripp made a motion, seconded by Doreen Grett, to send a $50.00 donation to Altrusa International in memory of 
Past International President, Margaret Inch.  The motion passed.   
 
Nominating Committee:  Doreen reported that calls are being made, and the slate of new officers should be ready to 
present in February. 
 
Announcements: ASTRA selling Christmas trees, Ace Hardware, Dec. 15, 4:00-6:00 
              Altrusa selling Christmas trees, Ace Hardware, Dec. 17, 11:00-6:00 
              Next Business Meeting, January 14, 7:00-8:00 a.m., Deitch Haus 
 
Onions and Orchids were shared.         Drawing:  $18.00  
Benediction  
Adjourn:  1:15  
 
Submitted by Secretary Crystal Hansen 
 
Approved_______________________________________Date___________________ 
 

 
 
 

Welcome  New est Members:   Chris MilleréJo Rosenquisté& Nancy Hovde  
 

 
 
 

 

 
  



The following is a Letter, and a Report  

received by President, Amanda Twamley  

regarding Ida Benderõs recent visit to our Club 

printed below for our Members. 

 



 



 

              

ASTRA Club of DHS had a great holiday season!  They con tinued 

their annual tradition of picking gifts from an òangel treeó. They 

selected three boys and three girls this year. Way to promote the 

ASTRA motto of òkids helping kidsó!  On December 15 th , ASTRA 

braved the cold to sell Christmas Trees at ACE Hardware  and received half of the proceeds from 

each sale!  Also in December, the DHS ASTRA kids lit luminaries for the Mesa View Mortuary 

Luminaria Ceremony. To thank our kids for their hard work, Mesa View donated $100 to our fund!  

 

 

 Message from  Jessica Shaffe r                      -  

 
 

Messag e from Kelly Harrison  

 

 

 

Thelma and Lucky and I took care of the last shift of 2008 and had 11 families!   We were 

very busy that day. That was an amazing 48 people that had a better Christmas, and we helped.   

Then the foo d pantry was closed the last two Thursdays of December due to Christmas and New 

Yearõs but resumed on Jan. 8th . Thanks for each and every one of you for all your help in 2008!!!!  

Anyway, now we are into the New Year.   The main thing in need at this time is brown bags and 

boxes.   Of course any food would not be rejected though.   January is still in need of one more 

person on each o f  the 22nd and the 29th.   February has it's first entry for the 19th (DOS is 

covering that for us!! Thatõs way cook and big KUDOs to them!!)  but Feb is still looking for 2 

apiece on the 5th, 12th, and 26 th .  As always, let me know which day you want.  Thanks so much in 

advance for making this community service work.    
 
 

 
Our Thelma Starner recently broke her hip.  She is out of t he hospital, at home, 

and is doing well.  Please keep Thelma, and any other of our members that you 

know of in need of TLC in your prayers.   
 
 
 
 
 

Altru News  The District Ten newsletter is out!!  Go to District Ten's website and read all about it!!  The website 

address is: http://altrusadistrictten.com/  Click on District Ten AltruNews along the lefthand sidebar. 

 
 

 

 

 

http://altrusadistrictten.com/


Get to Know One Another Corner   The Deltrusan is always in need of Altrusa-Member- Bios so  

that we can learn about each other.  Anyone who wishes to write up a short paragraph on themselves to òshare who you are with 

your fellow membersó é This would be greatly appreciated.   As a photo is also nice, your bio will be printed when we can 

accompany it with a photo.   We may already have a great shot of you, or you can send it with your bio.  There are now over 70 of us 

and this is a good way to share our lives and who we are, with each other.  Check out one of the newsletters of the past that has 

featured other members so you have an idea as to what kind of things to share, but really whatever you think is appropriate 

probably is.   You can e-mail me directly at ditrusa@q.com (a q, not a g)  We will put them in as space allows.  Thanks 

Deltrusan Publisher-Dianne Sales     

 

 

 

Tha nk You Walmart                                                   

  

A check for $1,000 was delivered to 

 Altrusa  by Angela Owbey on behalf 

 of Walmart, and her husband  

Robert Ownbey, who is Manager 

of Deltaõs Walmart. 

 

Treasurer Cindy Lonis and President 

Amanda Twamley then presented 

The check to the Membership at 

the December 10th Business Meeting 

at the Elks. 
 

 

 
Another DOS Graduation!é(Delta Opportunity School) 

 

Another group of DOS students have graduated and received their diplomas,  and again Altrusa Intõl Club of Delta assisted in 

making the event more memorable for them.  DOS continues to be an Altrusa Service Project.  Jeanie Brown and others continue to 

mentor these youth during their course studies, and again at their grad night, Altrusa provided a Reception after the ceremony as 

well as Photography, and presentation of framed Grad Photos to each of them.  The classroom now has photos on the wall of its 2nd 

graduating class.  The schoolõs photo album is growing, and hopefully we can continue this gesture for them in the future 

commemorating their hard work and inspiring other students to follow in their footsteps.  Thanks, Jeanie and Holly, and Amanda 

and Dianne for assisting during grad night.   

 

  
   Delta Opportunity School Grads & Staff 

                           Winter 2008
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Finance Committee Message    éfrom Dorothy Dunfelder, Chair 
 

The Finance Committee met and discussed the Sugar Plum Festival Survey.   

Feedback and ideas to consider for next  year are as follows: 
     

 

1.  Tickets to the SPF could state that the Friday evening event is included in the price of the luncheon ticket. 

 

2.  It could be advertised, and perhaps printed on the ticket that 10% of the vendors fee goes to Altrusa. 

 

3.  It was suggested that the SPF be held one week earlier next year, as many have traveling plans the week-end  before  

      Thanksgiving. 

 

4.  A sign-board could be placed off Highway 50 at the intersection of 50 and the entrance to Bill Heddles advertising the Friday  

      evening Little Main Street Market.   

 

5.  It was suggested that a ribbon be laced through the chairs around each table in the event area, hopefully discouraging anyone  

      from touching the place settings. 

 

6. It was suggested that for those hostesses that are uncomfortable with attendees walking among the dining tables, that they  

     might choose to be in the area of  your table on Friday evening. 

  

Twenty five surveys were turned in.       Survey rated each category as 1 to 5 ð 1 being excellent ð 5 poor 

 
 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
   

 

 

 

 

      
Rating: 1 2 3 4 5 
            

Friday Evening 22 1       

Vendors 15 7       

Food 23 1       

Beverages 9 11  2  1   

Tables 21 2 
  

  

Style Show 17 4       

Music 17 1 1 4 1 

Decorations 18 1   2 1 

Silent Auctions 6 7 1 3   

Tickets   11 5 1   

Books 8 6 3     



January 28th Program Evening  Meeeting é will be:              Add-An-Altrusan Night 

 
Kacy Stillings is circulating a sign up sheet   &   Donations are still needed for the door prizes.   Some suggestion itemsare:  gift 

cards, promotional items é anything that can be used for give-a-ways.  Remember how much fun this evening was last year.  Letõs 

bring more members into our club and do even more great things for our community.  In preparation of this Add-An-Altrusan 

ôeventõ, below is a communication from our Intõl President, Zaida Perez-Mendez on the subject of increasing our membership, and 

why.    

 
Dear  Altrusan s 

 

In these turbulent economic times, in the United States and all over the world, there is no shortage of people in need of Alt rusa 

Service.  However, there is a shortage of Altrusans who can provide these m uch needed services.   Altrusans have been 

providing assistance to others as òLeaders in Serviceó since the very beginning of Altrusa in 1917.  Altrusans, for generations, 

have been providing service and impacting the lives of so many that the numbers must already be in the millions.   We want this 

legacy of Altrusa as òLeaders in Serviceó to continue far into the future for many generations to come.  And, for that, we need 

your help.   In January, we celebrate òAdd an Altrusan Day.ó   If every Altrusan would sponsor just one (1) new member, we 

would double our membership.   Please consider sponsoring a new member of all ages.   Ask your friends, daughters and sons, 

business associates, your fellow church members, people you play bingo with and your neighbors.  

 

Think about how you feel about Altrusa and what is has meant in your life ð the friends you have made and the fun you have 

experienced ð all in the name of service to others.   Wonõt you help the legacy of Altrusa International to prosper and grow?  

Wonõt you help to make sure there is an Altrusa to provide services to future generations?   There will always be people in our 

communities and communities around the world who need assistance.   By sponsoring a member on òAdd an Altrusan Dayó, 

you will be helping t o make sure there are Altrusans who will continue to provide services and assistance.   Please, look into 

your hearts ð   òEMBRACE THE WORLD AS LEADERS IN SERVICEó and invite others to become Leaders.    Sponsor a new Altrusa 

member on òAdd an Altrusan Dayó. 

 

Yours in Service,  

 

Zaida Perez-Mendez  

2007-2009 International President  

 

ñPathway to Altrusa Membershipò 

 
1. Invite the prospective member to a couple of meetings and introduce the guest as a prospective member to the membership 

and personally to the membership chair.  

2. An application for membership is filled out by the sponsor and given to the membership chair.   

3. The membership committee approves the application and submits it to the board.   

4. If the board approves the application, the membership chair prints out prospective memberôs information to give to the 
general membership.  This includes their name, where they work, classification, and their address and phone number.   

5. There are also instructions stating: the following member/members have submitted their applications and have been approved 

by the membership committee and board for membership.  It instructs the general membership to contact the membership 

chair within seven days if they object to the application.   

6. If an objection is made, the membership chair recommends the membership committee meet with the person/persons making 

the objection to find out if it is a legitimate reason to reject the application.  The membership committee should then meet to 

decide if the application should be accepted or rejected.  

7. If it is decided by the membership committee to reject the application, the board should be advised of the committee's 

decision and the board should vote whether to deny the application.  If denied, the secretary should notify the 

prospective member in a letter at that time. 

8. If the application is accepted, the secretary sends a letter to the prospective member. The letter will include the information 

that the application has been approved, and the amount due for new member dues and fees.  The prospective member will 

contact the treasurer who will then notify the membership chair so she/he can set a date for orientation and initiation.  

9. An orientation will be held with the membership chair, sponsors and prospective member.  An initiation will be held 

for the new member at a regular Altrusa meeting. 

 



SHEPHERD PLAN FOR 

NEW MEMBERS OF ALTRUSA INTERNATIONAL, INC. OF DELTA  

Responsibility for ñShepherding New Memberò 

The SPONSOR of the new member is primarily responsible for making the new member feel welcome and 

acquainting him/her with other members. 

PAST PRESIDENTS, OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN  should take a special interest in helping the 

new member feel a part of Altrusa.  This can be done by personal contact such as telephone calls, special occasion 

cards, etc.   

ALL MEMBERS  should make personal contacts with new members at meetings and functions. 

DURING THE FIRST YEAR : 

1. The sponsor should call the new member to remind him/her of meetings, project activities and social functions.  If possible, 

pick the new member up and come together. 

2. The membership chairman will assign the new member to the committee that the memberôs primary sponsor has been 
assigned. 

3. The sponsor or newsletter committee will hand deliver a newsletter to the new member if the member is present at the 

meeting.  Otherwise, the newsletter will be mailed if the member is absent. 

4. Acknowledge special occasions occurring in the new memberôs life. 

5. The sponsor will make at least one luncheon date with the new member to give encouragement and answer any questions that 

the new member may have about Altrusa. 

6. The membership committee will arrange for an orientation meeting with the new member, sponsor and co-sponsor prior to 

initiation.   

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 
 

 

 




